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§1291.7

proposals. If a competitive grant proc-
ess was not used, provide a justifica-
tion why not.

(2) Project title and abstract. Include
the title of the project and an abstract
of 200 or fewer words for each project.

(3) Project purpose. For each project,
clearly state the purpose of the project.
Describe the specific issue, problem, in-
terest, or need to be addressed. Explain
why the project is important and time-
ly. If funding is being directed at a
state marketing program, describe how
the state will ensure that funding is
being used solely to enhance the com-
petitiveness of specialty crops as de-
fined in §1291.2(n). If a project builds on
a previous Specialty Crop Block Grant
Program (SCBGP) or SCBGP-FB
project, indicate clearly how the new
project compliments previous work.
For each project, indicate if the project
will be or has been submitted to or
funded by another Federal or State
grant program.

(4) Potential impact. Discuss the num-
ber of people or operations affected,
the intended beneficiaries of each
project, and/or potential economic im-
pact if such data are available and rel-
evant to the project.

(5) Expected measurable outcomes. For
each project, describe at least one dis-
tinct, quantifiable, and measurable
outcome-oriented objective that di-
rectly and meaningfully supports the
project’s purpose. The measurable out-
come-oriented objective must define an
event or condition that is external to
the project and that is of direct impor-
tance to the intended beneficiaries and/
or the public. Outcome measures may
be long term that exceed the grant pe-
riod. Describe how performance toward
meeting outcomes will be monitored.
For each project, include a perform-
ance-monitoring plan to describe the
process of collecting and analyzing
data to meet the outcome-oriented ob-
jectives.

(6) Work plan. For each project, ex-
plain briefly the activities that will be
performed to accomplish the objectives
of the project. Be clear about who will
do the work. Include appropriate time
lines.

(7T) Budget narrative. The limit on in-
direct costs, not to exceed 10 percent,
will be published in a FEDERAL REG-

7 CFR Ch. XI (1-1-16 Edition)

ISTER notice each fiscal year. Provide a
justification if indirect costs exceed 10
percent or exceed that fiscal year’s
limit as announced in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. Provide in sufficient detail
information about the budget cat-
egories listed on SF-424A for each
project to demonstrate that grant
funds are being expended on eligible
grant activities that meet the purpose
of the program.

(8) Project oversight. Describe the
oversight practices that provide suffi-
cient knowledge of grant activities to
ensure proper and efficient administra-
tion for each project.

(9) Project commitment. Describe how
all grant partners commit to and work
toward the goals and outcome meas-
ures of each proposed project(s).

(10) Multi-state projects. If the project
is a multi-state project, describe how
the states are going to collaborate ef-
fectively with related projects with one
state assuming the coordinating role.
Indicate the percent of the budget cov-
ered by each state.

[74 FR 13317, Mar. 27, 2009]

§1291.7 Review of grant applications.

(a) Applications will be reviewed and
approved or rejected as appropriate for
conformance with the provisions in
§1291.6 of this part. AMS may request
the applicant provide additional infor-
mation or clarification.

(b) Incomplete applications as of the
deadline for submission will not be
considered.

§1291.8 Grant agreements.

(a) After approval of a grant applica-
tion, AMS will enter into a grant
agreement with the State department
of agriculture.

(b) AMS grant agreements will in-
clude at a minimum the following:

(1) The projects in the approved State
plan.

(2) Total amount of Federal financial
assistance that will be advanced.

(3) Beginning and end dates of the
grant agreement period.

(4) Terms and conditions pursuant to
which AMS will fund the project(s).
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